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How it WorkedPracticeEmpire
The king’s first year of rule was 
counted from the month of his 
accession to the new year.

AntedatingEgypt

The period between the king’s 
accession and the new year was 
“the year of beginning of 
kingship,” and year one of the rule 
only began with the new year.

PostdatingMesopotamia

The king’s reign always began on 
the first day of the year.

New YearAssyria & 
Babylon
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